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(U)  Classified  by  Ambassador  Eric  Edelman.  Reasons  1.4  b and 
d.  Recommendation  at  para  2. 


11 .  (S/NF)  The  visit  to  Washington  of  Turkish  General  Staff 
Deputy  Chief  General  Basbug  presents  an  excellent  opportunity 
to  discreetly  suggest  to  the  Turks  that  they  unilaterally 
declare  the  Peace  Monitoring  Force  (PMF)  in  northern  Iraq  a 
success  and  close  the  force  down,  per  recommendations  Ref  A. 
We  have  heard  through  military  liaison  channels  that  Turkish 
Special  Forces  officers  in  the  field  would  be  prepared  to 
bring  the  PMF  to  a close,  but  will  not  do  so  without  a push 
from  the  US.  We  also  note  that  after  June  30,  when  Iraqis 
gain  full  sovereignty  and  the  Transitional  Administrative  Law 
goes  into  effect,  the  Kurdistan  Regional  Government  will  be 
the  legitimate  local  authority  in  northern  Iraq,  and  may  seek 
to  use  that  status  to  close  down  the  PMF  itself.  It  is  in 
our  interests,  as  well  as  those  of  the  Turks  and  the  PMF,  to 
have  the  PMF  disbanded  before  June  30. 


12.  (S/NF)  RECOMMENDATION:  We  recommend  that  Washington 
interlocutors  discreetly  ask  General  Basbug  to  get  Turkey  to 
declare  the  PMF ' s mission  successfully  completed  and  to 
disband  the  force  within  the  next  90  days  per  recommendations 
Ref  A.  Should  this  require  a meeting  of  the  Ankara  Process's 
Special  Political  Monitoring  Group,  we  should  assure  Basbug 
that  we  would  support  the  immediate  convening  of  the  group 
for  this  purpose. 


13.  (U)  Baghdad  Minimize  Considered. 
EDELMAN 


